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President’s Message: by Chiaki Harami (haramic) 
 
I hope everyone had a great holiday season.  We were able 
to spend quality time with relatives in Tehachapi. After a 
traditional ham dinner, we had a fun gift exchange. The 
holiday season is definitely the time to spend with loved 
ones and reflect back on the past year.   
 
Southern Sierra Fly Fishers had a fantastic year, highlighted 
by winning the McKenzie Cup. We held our Rendezvous, 
Outings, Meetings, Casting and Fly Tying classes. Three 
new Club Board positions were created to help maintain 
and expand our membership. We will be attending new 
venues to boost our membership. I look forward to the new 
challenges in 2015. 
 
Every year we vote for the Fly Fisher of The Year. There’s 
always been an individual that has stood out, helping, 
teaching and leading by example. For 2014, we have 
something very different. We have two individuals that have 
been outstanding fly fishers: Rob and Ryan Buhler are the 
Co-Fly Fishers of the Year. They exemplify the true 
meaning of Fly Fishers. They have given their time to teach 
others, led on Club outings and presented at many of our 
monthly Club meetings. All in an effort to bring our passion 
to people that wish to learn. They have always been first in 
line whenever I requested fly donations. They have taught 
me how to fish Dana Point Harbor, San Diego Bay, Lake 
Crowley, Kern River, Lower Owens and how to tie effective 
flies for each of these locations. I wish to thank them for 
everything they have taught me and many Club members 
and congratulate them for their well-deserved award. 
 
I hope everyone can join us at their Awards Banquet dinner 
to be held on Jan. 10

th
 at the recently re-opened Ewings on 

the Kern Restaurant. Social hour starts at 6:00 and dinner 
at 7:00 pm.  Please RSVP at haramic@aol.com. They will 
also be teaching a fly tying class during the day, starting at 
9:00 am at the Kernville Chamber of Commerce.  
 
We have many plans for 2015. There will be monthly 
outings coordinated by Chris Chamberlain, monthly 
meetings with special guest speakers by Allen Bell, Fly 
Tying classes by the Buhler Bros. Rod Building class by 
Pete Emmel, Casting lessons from Mark Allen, Kids 
Academy & Poker Night by Shane Goslin, Mentoring Day 
with Allen Bell and our 10 year anniversary Rendezvous 
with everyone.   
 
We have changed some of our meeting dates due to special 
dates which fall on the 2

nd
 Saturday of each month.  In 

February and May, Valentine’s Day and Mother’s Day 

respectively are examples. Please refer to the Club website, 
Facebook and Newsletter for all the changes.       
 
As mentioned above, Pete Emmel and I will be holding our 
Rod Building Class on February 21

st
. This has always been 

a fun class and you’ll learn how to build your own fly rod.  
The cost of this class is only $130, which includes a rod kit 
and many rod building supplies and equipment. You need to 
be a Club member to attend this class.   
 
I wish everyone a very Happy, Healthy and Prosperous 
New Year’s!   
 

Chiaki 
 
 

River Report: by Guy Jeans  (Flyguy) 

Sorry for a lack of the Fishing Report. The forum is under a 
scheduled maintenance and is currently unavailable. 

Guy 

 

 

Conservation Report: by Tim Michaels   

No report submitted this month. 

Tim 

 

Outings Report: by Chris Chamberlain  (ChrisC) 

No report submitted this month. 

Chris 



 

Rod Building: by Pete Emmel  (Pete) 

Pete has been super busy with life lately so he asked me to 
dust off an old post. This gem has been brought out of the 
vault where it was placed in the April 2012 issue. – Gary 

Reel Seat Options 
 
So you want to build your own custom rod or have one built.  
Great decision, but how do you decide on what type of reel 
seat to get? You have Wedding Band (also referred to as 
Sliding Ring), Uplocking, and Downlocking. So when to use 
what reel seat where? A lot of it comes down to personal 
preference. After all it is "custom" rod building, but, there is 
some common sense involved. 
 
So let's cover the various seat types and their traditional 
uses: 
 

 
 
Wedding Band: As mentioned above, they are sometimes 
called Sliding Ring or Rings. This seat utilizes a sliding 
ring(s) to secure the reel in place. No thread, glue, screws, 
smoke or mirrors, just the ring(s). The reason for the (s) is 
that some Wedding Band seats use two rings to secure the 
reel in place. With the two ring seats, the reel can be placed 
on different areas of the seat. The single ring utilizes a Butt 
cap on the end of the rod for one reel foot. Wedding Band 
applications are for lighter weight rods in the 00 to 3 weight 
class. 
 

 
 
Uplocking Seat: Just as the names implies, these seats 
secure the reel by screwing the locking ring up toward the 
handle. Usually there is a stationary ring with a spot to 

secure the reel by the handle. Then you have the sliding 
rind with a locking nut or two behind it. Uplocking seat 
applications can go from 00 up to 10 weights. They seem 
well suited for the 3 to 6 weight range. 
 

 
 
Downlocking: Basically the opposite of an Uplocking seat.  
You screw the lock nut toward the butt end of the seat. The 
advantage of Downlocking comes into play with your 
heavier weight rods, especially the bigger Bamboo rods.  
Since the reel is moved back toward the butt of the rod the 
weight is also moved back. These seats can help move the 
balance point of the rod back, making it more comfortable to 
cast. Personally I like them on 7 weights and up long rods. 
 
We aren't even going to discuss the various types of inserts 
and hardware materials. That is a topic for another day. Or 
better yet, something for you to research as you or your 
builder shop for components.  
 
Again, it all comes down to what your personal preferences 
are. 

Pete 

Also, remember that SSFFC club members receive a 15% 
discount at Acid Rod. When you make your next rod 
building purchases please make sure to give Mark Griffin 
(Mark Griffin) a call at Acid Rod @ 909-394-7486 or stop by 
his shop at 910 N. Cataract Ave, San Dimas, CA 
and let him or Colleen know you’re a member of SSFFC. - 
Gary 

Check out the following link to see what Mark has to offer –  

http://www.acidrod.com/ 

 

 

 
Club Meeting & Activities: by Chiaki Harami (haramic) 
 
The January General Meeting will be held on Saturday, 
January 10

th
 and will be the annual Fly Fisher of the Year 

Awards Banquet, honoring Rob & Ryan Buhler. The event 
will be at the recently re-opened Ewings on the Kern 
Restaurant. Social hour starts at 6:00 and dinner at 7:00 
pm.  Please RSVP at haramic@aol.com.  
 
In addition to the awards banquet, the Buhler’s will also be 
teaching a fly tying class during the day, starting at 9:00 am 
at the Kernville Chamber of Commerce.  
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
THE SOUTHWEST COUNCIL  
FEDERATION OF FLY FISHERS 

The 23 Independent Clubs of Southern California and Southern 
Nevada 

 

 
IFFF CLUBS TO HOLD ‘FlyBuy 2015’ ON  

JANUARY 31, 2015 
 
Long Beach, CA, December 24, 2014 – FlyBuy 2015, the 
sixth annual fundraising event of the Southwest Council of 
the International Federation of Fly Fishers, will once again 
hold a packed day of its ever-popular garage sale, fly tying 
demonstrations, casting lessons, and a silent auction on 
Saturday, January 31

st
, from 9am to 4pm, at the Long 

Beach Casting Club (4901 East 7th Street, Long Beach, CA 
90804). 

Members of the fly-fishing clubs that comprise the 
Southwest Council together with local dealers have donated 
rods, reels, lines, clothing, and accessories to the event. All 
un-sold items will be donated to Project Healing Waters 
(http://www.projecthealingwaters.org/) or as needed by the 
Southwest Council member clubs. In addition, bidding on 
select and special items will be available through the silent 
auction all day. 

Fly tying demonstrations will be held throughout the day 
from nationally acclaimed local fly tiers, including three 
winners of the IFFF’s Buz Buszek Fly Tying Award. Among 
others, featured tiers will include Bill Blackstone, Al Q, John 
Rose, Glenn Hiroyasu, John Van Derhoof, Mark Kirchner, 
Maria Rivas, Steven Fernandez, Dave Boyer, Mel Light, 
Dean Endress, Lee Baermann, Carl Ronk, Naomi Okamoto, 
Steve Posner, Vaughn Podmore, Mike Forest, and Kevin 
Green. 

Casting lessons from IFFF-Certified Casting Instructors will 
also be available all day. Lessons will be available for $1 
per minute at a minimum of 15 minutes. Participants will be 
analyzed by instructors and receives tips on improving their 
single-hand or Spey casting. They will also have the chance 
to take part in the Danish Casting Games. In addition, the 
annual ‘Teach the Teachers’ casting instructor course will 
hold a class on-site at the event. 
Admission to the event will be $10 for IFFF members and 
$15 for others (lunch included). IFFF membership will also 
be available at the door. Attendees who donate sellable 
items to the Garage Sale originally priced at more than $40 
will gain free admission. 
For more information, call 818-757-3474 or email 
secretary@southwestcouncilfff.org. 
 
 
 

 

‘TEACH THE TEACHERS’ CASTING INSTRUCTOR 
COURSE SETS JANUARY AND FEBRUARY  

CLASS DATES 
 
Long Beach, CA, Dec 24, 2014– The annual Teach the 
Teachers series has been scheduled from 9am until 12 
noon on January 24 and 31, and February 7 and 14, 2015. 
The January 31 class will be held at the Long Beach 
Casting Club in conjunction with the Southwest Council's 
FlyBuy event. All other classes will be held at the Pasadena 
Casting Club. 

Teach the Teachers is a comprehensive course designed to 
teach casting instructors, or those wanting to become 
casting instructors, step-by-step techniques for teaching the 
basic casts, as well as techniques to diagnose and fix the 
most common casting faults.  Emphasis will be placed on 
developing a "clear and concise" delivery for teaching fly 
casting. 
 
For more information or to register for the class, contact Tim 
Lawson by phone at (323) 303-7438 or by e-mail 
at tlawson11@hotmail.com.  The cost for the four class 
series is $65.00 for IFFF members and $85.00 for non-
members.  Please make checks payable to IFFF Southwest 
Council and mail to: 
Tim Lawson 
1675 Kaweah Dr 
Pasadena, CA 91105 
 
 

INAUGURAL LOWER OWENS CLEANUP TO BE HELD 

FEBRUAY 7, 2015 

 

Bishop, CA, December 24, 2014– In honor of our blue-
ribbon fishery and overall vibrant river, the inaugural 
cleanup of the Lower Owens River will be held Saturday, 
February 7, 2015. Volunteers will meet at 8am at the 
Pleasant Valley Campground, located on Pleasant Valley 
Dam Road off of U.S. Hwy 395. All are welcome. 

Lunch will be provided to all volunteers at 12pm at the 
Campground. 

Current sponsors include the California Waterfowl 
Association (Bishop), the Eastern Sierra Fishing Guides 
Association, Preferred Septic and Disposal (Bishop), and 
Silver Lake Resort (June Lake). 

In the event of inclement weather, the cleanup will be 
postponed to the following day (Sunday, February 8, 2015).  

For more information, or to inquire about sponsoring, please 

call Chris Leonard at 818-288-3271. 

 

Chiaki 

 
 



Tippets from the Fly Addict: by Allen Bell  (Raider) 

Due to holiday commitments, Allen asked that I re-post an 
earlier contribution of his. Since I had already trekked into 
the vault to secure the April 2012 issue to get the article 
Pete had contributed, I thought it made perfect sense to use 
Allen’s post from the same issue. Plus there’s a bit of trout 
porn going on in it so I figured “why not?”  – Gary 

Inside the Mind of an Addict 
 

This month, we take a trip deep inside the mind of the 
Addict, maybe too deep for some, but still, it should be an 
interesting trip. 
 
Journal entry, 3-5-12- 8:45am – Man am I tired. I took a fall 
on the Kern and my back is all jacked up. I twisted the heck 
out of my ankle this morning on my run; my hands are in 
bad shape. I’m a mess. I also have packages to get shipped 
off and my fly boxes are really low on flies I need. I think I 
will just stay home and take care of myself and get some of 
this stuff done. Yep, that’s the plan, stay home and relax 
and get back together. 
 
Journal entry, 3-7-12- 12:45pm - Just returned from the 
back cracker, feeling better!! Someone came in the shop 
and mentioned there should be really nice weather this 
weekend. Maybe I should check Weather Underground.   
No, weather doesn’t matter to me, I’m staying home to take 
care of myself and my ‘to do’ list. 
 
Journal entry, 3-8-12 - 1:45am - Awake in the middle of the 
night thinking of Caddis. This is the time of year that the 
Caddis should be going off on the LowO. I wonder?????  
Maybe I should think of taking a trip, just for a day to see 
what’s going on. Maybe I should check the weather. You 
know who lives in the LowOP. 
 

 
 
Journal entry, 3-9-12 - 6:45am - Checked Weather 
Underground, 73 degrees, cloudy day. HmmmP I’m 
thinking about dry fly action on the LowO. Maybe just for a 
day. But, you know, I saw Skwalas last weekend on the 
Kern. Nice warm weather may just get them going. If there 
is anything I like better than Caddis, its Stoneflies, 
especially big adult stoneflies. But, I’m not going fishing, I’m 
staying home.   
 
Journal entry, 3-9-12 - 11:45am - You know, I’m feeling a lot 
better than I was earlier in the week. Maybe just a quick trip 
to the Kern. I’ll go home and pack the felt boots and head to 

the Kern just for a few hours then come home and get my 
stuff done. That’s the plan. Yep, we know who lives in the 
Kern. 
 

 
 
Journal entry, 3-9-12 - 7:00pm - Packed and ready to go to 
the Kern, when I’m starting to think about Caddis again.  
OK, take out the felts and pack the Cleanstreams. I’ll head 
up to the LowO just for the dayPPP You know, gas is 
expensive and that’s a long drive, maybe I’ll pack a change 
of clothes just in case I decide to stay.   
 
Journal entry, 3-10-12 - 10:45am - Here I am standing in the 
LowO, just released a nearly 16” Brown. Caddis are starting 
to roll off. The fish are on a Caddis Pupa pattern I tied in a 
big way and starting to hammer the adult caddis. Glad I 
came, this is great.   
 

 
 
Journal entry, 3-10-12- 5:30pm - Heading in, called wifey. I 
thought of staying, but fishing wasn’t that great after the 
Caddis stopped. I don’t think I want to spend the money to 
stay overnight just for 3 hrs of good fishing. I think I’ll just 
drive home. Leaving PVC now. 
 
Journal entry, 3-10-12 - 5:50pm - Just got the last room at 
The Elms, off to find some food and get settled in for the 
night. I wish I’d brought my travel tying kit, I really need 
some Caddis adults. 
  
Journal entry, 3-12-12 - 7:00am - First on the water, 
stopped at one of my favorite hatch pools.  Blue Wings and 
midges right off the bat. Better yet, there are fish rising to 
eat them. Happy day!!!! 
 
Journal entry, 3-11-12 - 1:30pm - Caddis everywhere!!!!  
I’ve fished many pools and found rising fish in all of them.  
Midges and CaddisPWOOO HOOOO!!! I’m really glad I 
decided to stay, best dry fly fishing I’ve had in a few years.  



Getting late, got to be home before 6:00 to BBQ for the kids.  
I have to make sure I don’t fish late. Really good fishing 
though!!!! 
 

 
 

 
 
Journal entry, 3-11-12 - 2:50pm - Fished too late, running 
for the truck. If I value my freedom to fish, I have to be 
home by 5:45 at the latest. Oh, look at that pool, fish rising 
in a big way. Got to stop and catch a couple more. Panic 
time; catch 3 or 4, running for the truck again. Got to get my 
gear off and on the road. 
 
Journal entry, 3-11-12 - 3:18pm - Called wifey, I’m on 395, 
should be home in 2 1/2 hrs. 
   
Journal entry, 3-12-12 - 8:45am - Man, my back is all jacked 
up from casting all weekend. I hurt my hamstring running to 
the truck. That was worth it though; I made it home just in 
time. No one seemed to mind me at Sunday Dinner in my 
fishing clothes. Still, I am worn out and I didn’t get anything 
on my list done. I just need some rest and a little down time 
and next weekend will be the time to really recharge and be 
ready for the coming fishing season. (Fishing season??? 
Every day is fishing season to the Addict) Yep, no fishing for 
me this weekend, I’m definitely staying homePPfor sure, 
believe it. Not going fishing next weekend, that’s final!!!!  
UnlessPPP   
 
Blue Skies and Fishy Flies,  

Allen 

 

Fly Fishing Book Review: by Ants Uiga  (Ants) 

 

Rod-Building Guide 
Fly * Spinning * Casting * Trolling 

By Tom Kirkman 
 

Published 2001 Frank Amato Publications, Inc, Portland, 
OR 
51 pages 
 
The Rod-Building Guide by Tom Kirkman is a fabulous 
reference to have on hand whether you are building your 
first rod or your tenth one. Having Chiaki on hand is another 
alternative, but I would offer than Kirkman’s book would 
require less shelf space. 
 
Rod building is simple, at least when Kirkman describes the 
thought behind the procedures and the hands-on steps.  
Since it is easy to forget a critical detail, the book presents a 
complete description of each step. Do yourself a favor and 
read the next section so the procedure is fresh in your mind.  
A fishing rod can be used for fly-fishing, casting, spinning, 
or ocean fishing. More information is presented for building 
rods for any of these purposes. I enjoyed Kirkman’s 
comments on fly rod builders feeling a strong urge to use 
only snake guides on their rod due to traditional 
considerations. Kirkman adds that graphite blanks are not 
traditional, nor are the synthetic lines. Maybe, the snake 
guide is the last remaining traditional element, but I don’t 
think that would make much difference to the trout at the 
end of the line.  
 
Kirkman urges rod builder’s to dispense with the use of 
spacing charts and provides procedures to test the rod 
spacing on any blank. The procedure is simple. The end 
results will provide a better casting rod than one built using 
a strict adherence a table full of numbers. In my limited 
experience, it was obvious that graphite construction 
allowed more variation in flex than bamboo or fiberglass 
construction. Some early fiberglass or bamboo rods used 
uniform guide spacing. A little testing of guide spacing 
would surely improve the casting performance for these 
rods. Experiment! The cost is cheap and the results could 
be informative.  
 
In summary, build a fly rod. My suggestion for the first step 
is to attend one of the rod building classes put on by the 
club. Buy the book as a reference and save yourself some 



aggravation when you can’t remember the details of the 
next step. Pat yourself on the back and go fishing. It really is 
as simple as presented. 
 

Ants PP..Your SSFFC Fishing Book Aficionado  

 
 

Fly of the Month: by Rob Buhler (clouserfreak) 

 

CARP WORM 
 
With the ever expanding world of fly fishing now moving 
strongly into the carp world, I figured it was time for a carp 
specific pattern. This is a unique little design that borrows 
from the classic San Juan Worm and is designed to 
represent the many aquatic warm water worm species.  
  
I was first introduced to the Carp Worm by former SSFFC 
Vice President Randy Skidgel. I don’t know if it is Randy’s 
design or if he just perfected the ability to catch many carp 
with it, but I do know that it works! The major difference 
between the Carp Worm and the San Juan Worm is the 
bead head. The bead helps it sink quickly to the bottom 
where the carp are mudding and holds it there for further 
investigation while the tail entices. 
   
Next time you visit your local carp pond, lake or urban runoff 
area make sure to have some Carp Worms to give a try. I 
think you will be pleasantly surprised. Try substituting colors 
too. Earth tones (olive, brown, tan) are good to have in the 
box as well as a couple of attractors like chartreuse and hot 
pink. Tie some up, throw’em in your box and go fishin’!! 
 
Materials: 
 
Hook: Egg or tube fly size 8-10 
Bead: 1/8 or size to fit hook 
Thread: Black or brown 
Body: Red Vernille or Ultra Chenille (same product different 
marketing name) 
Thorax: Ice Dub 
 

Tying Instructions: 
 

 
 

1. Debarb hook, add bead and insert hook into vise. 

Attach thread behind the bead. 

 

 
 

2. Wind thread smoothly down shank to half way 

through the bend and back up to the bead. 

 

 
 

3. Tie in Vernille directly behind the hook eye and on 

top of the hook shank.   



 
 

4. Add a small amount of Ice Dub to create a thorax.  

 

 
 

5. Trim Vernille to 1-1 and ¼ inches. 

 

 
 

6. Whip finish or add several half hitches and lightly 

singe tail tip with a lighter to create a smooth taper 

and natural finish.  

Rob 

 

Tips & Techniques: by Ryan Buhler (ryan) 

 

Wader Repair 

Hopefully all of us with leaky waders got a new pair from 
Santa. If you are like me and still have your leaky waders 
there might be some help for us out there.  

I've always used Aquaseal to repair my waders. It works 
well on some repairs and not so good at others (pin holes). I 
read in a magazine about a new way of repairing your 
waders and wanted to share with all you other leaky wader 
wearers out there. It's a product call Performix synthetic 
rubber compound. It comes in a spray can like paint and is 
super easy to apply. You just mask out an area and spray 
the coating on your waders and let dry. It works great on all 
kinds of repairs, even pin holes. You can find it at most 
hardware stores and is easy to apply and is more cost 
effective than Aquaseal. It might save an old pair of waders 
from the trash or at least keep them from leaking too bad 
until a new pair can be obtained. 

Ryan 
 
 

Message from the Editor: by Gary Silveira  (CopperDropper) 

This time of the year it’s always a pleasure to look back on 
the accomplishments of the club through the year. As 
President Chiaki noted in his article, the list is certainly long 
and distinguished. Not only did we conduct the many 
activities and programs that we are accustomed to within 
the club, but we were also recognized for these activities by 
the Federation of Fly Fishers in our awarding of the 
McKenzie Cup, making us the Fly Fishing Club of the Year! 

Well done to each and every one of our club members for a 
great 2014 and best wishes to all for 2015! 

Tight Lines,   Gary 

 

 



 

SOUTHERN SIERRA FLY FISHER CLUB 

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS FOR 2014-2015 

 

 

ELECTED POSITIONS 
OFFICE NAME EMAIL TELEPHONE 

 

President Chiaki Harami haramic@aol.com 818-968-6872 
 

Vice President Allen Bell fly_addict@hotmail.com 760-382-2266 
 

Treasurer Pete Emmel p_emmel5@hotmail.com 805-461-0968 
 

Secretary Keith Pengilley kpengilley@earthlink.net 626-286-4536 
 

Conservation Chair Tim Michaels tim.michaels980@gmail.com  
 

Outings Chair Chris Chamberlain chamberlain.c@gmail.com 661-619-6397 
 

Director Gary Silveira gfsilveira@charter.net 805-238-6619 
 

Director Guy Jeans guy@kernriverflyfishing.com 760-376-2040 
 

APPOINTED POSITIONS 
OFFICE NAME EMAIL TELEPHONE 
 

Newsletter Editor Gary Silveira gfsilveira@charter.net 805-238-6619 
 

Membership Chair Keith Pengilley kpengilley@earthlink.net 626-286-4536 
 

Education Chair Guy Jeans guy@kernriverflyfishing.com 760-376-2040 
 

Fly Tying Rob Buhler clouserfreak@hotmail.com 949-842-2133 
 

Tips & Techniques Ryan Buhler slumpbuster@live.com 949-240-7748 
 

Raffles Coordinator Guy Jeans guy@kernriverflyfishing.com 760-376-2040 
 

Librarian Ants Uiga mrmarsha@sbcglobal.net 949-466-6404 
 

Tournament Committee Chair Chiaki Harami haramic@aol.com 818-968-6872 
 

Rod Building Pete Emmel p_emmel5@hotmail.com 805-461-0968 
 

IT Director Mark Sweat markesweat@yahoo.com 760-274-5012 
 

Public Relations Co-Director Kimberly Jeans Kim@kernriverflyfishing.com 760-376-2040 
 

Public Relations Co-Director Sergio Martinez Skaguy04@gmail.com  

 

 

                            Proud to be a member of the Federation of Fly Fishers 

                         Individual memberships available at www.fedflyfishers.org 

                                             Use Club Affiliation code 99792     


